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SUBJECT:  NJ Safer Schools for a Better Tomorrow (SSBT) State Initiative

In the past year our schools have experienced a myriad of events, such as Hurricane Irene, as
well as an increase in school violence and other challenges. Our goal as a state is to minimize
disruptions to learning associated with these types of events and ensuring that our students are back in
the classroom as quickly as possible following an emergency.

To this end, the Governor’s School Security Task Force is launching a Safer Schools for A
Better Tomorrow (SSBT) Initiative. The SSBT Initiative combines elements, resources, and
guidance from the newly released LEA Minimum Requirements for School Safety and Security
(N.J.ALC. 6A:16-5.1). Specifically, the initiative consists of direct technical assistance to schools,
county-specific coordination with law enforcement, increased communication among and between
chief school administrators, improved infrastructures to facilitate surveillance, as well as symposiums:
and trainings to advance a skilled work force. Attached please find a detailed outline of the SSBT -
Initiative.

Today, as we observe the tragic anniversary of the shootings at Columbine High School — an
event that changed how we look at school safety and security - we are seeking your support for the
SSBT Initiative to advance our preparation and response to school-affected emergencies. If you
have any questions regarding this initiative, please contact the Office of School Preparedness and
Emergency Planning at (609) 631-4531 or (609) 633-6681 or via email at
schoolsecurity@doe.state.nj.us.

ED/CDC/ab/jl:njsaferschoolforabettertomorrow

Attachment

c: Members, State Board of Education Jeffrey S. Chiesa, Attorney General
Senior Staff ’ Michelle Miller, Deputy Attorney General
Diane Shoener Michael Walters, Deputy Attorney General
Justin Barra Members, School Security Task Force
Anthony Bland NI LEE Group
Executive County Superintendents Garden State Coalition of Schools

Dennis Quinn, OHSP, Chief of Staff
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